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Background and Objectives

One of the objectives of the 7th Re-
search Framework Programme (FP7) 
is attracting the best research talent 
from Third Countries as the opening of 
the European Research Area (ERA) to 
the rest of the world has become the 
underlying philosophy of European re-
search cooperation. Supporting Euro-
pean competitiveness by producing 
knowledge and scientific excellence 
through engaging the best scientists 
from such countries to work within 
the ERA, make up the main goals of 
International Cooperation within FP7. 
Furthermore, addressing issues Third 
Countries face on the basis of mutual 
interest, constitutes another dimen-
sion of International Cooperation. 

Third Countries, in FP7, have certainly 
more participation opportunities
and, in this context, the role of the 
National Contact Points for Interna-
tional Cooperation (INCO NCPs) has 
changed. Since the thematic orient-
ed research has been reintroduced 
to the themes, the responsibility of ad-
vising on International Cooperation 
lies with the Thematic NCPs.

The INCO NCPs will therefore have a 
strong horizontal task in FP7. Bringing 
together and providing an overview 

of the variety of INCO activities is a new 
challenge for its activities. Moreover, 
in the recent years there has been a 
noticeable increase in the number of 
NCPs compromising the quality and 
type of services delivered.

Overall Strategy

The milestone of INCONTACT-One 
World, building upon the experience 
acquired during the first phase of the 
INCONTACT project, is to establish a 
strong network of INCO NCPs as focal 
information point for all activities under 
FP7 with regard to Third Country partic-
ipation, and acting as a facilitator for 
stakeholders and ICPC participants. 
Networking is therefore the main task 
and challenge of INCONTACT. Due to 
the horizontal nature of the FP7 INCO 
activities, networking within all ten 
FP7 Themes and relaying Third Coun-
try contacts to FP7, embraces a very 
strong commitment.

INCONTACT—One World
Transnational Cooperation among INCO NCPs

FOR MORE INFORMATION
www.ncp-incontact.eu , incontact@help-forward.gr



Apart from networking, the current INCO network has to 
be strengthened. Exchange of information and commu-
nication between European and Third Country contacts 
within FP7 has to be improved so that partners acquire 
a more extensive knowledge for each other and better 
serve European and Third Country research stake holders.

Summing up, INCONTACT-One World has two main ob-
jectives:

• to reinforce the network of the INCO NCPs

• to increase regional FP7 awareness

Activities

INCONTACT-One World incorporates practical tools to 
achieve its objectives and overcome the issues identified:

• Annual INCO NCP meetings will give the opportunity 
for personal communication, training, discussion of global 
science policy issues, and presentation of research ca-
pacities from ICPC countries.

• INCO wiki, following the structure of a Wiki, will be en-
riched aiming to become a live tool for the transfer of 
knowledge and best practices on International Coop-
eration. It will also act as a tool for publishing information 
and as a discussion platform.

• Special trainings for the professional development
of the NCPs will be offered.

• A two-way communication channel with all the the-
matic NCPs will be set for facilitating the information flow 
on specific aspects of International Cooperation (such as 
SICA calls).
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•Free communication and networking tools will be re-
viewed and proposed to the INCO NCPs.

•A global dialogue on Science policy will be initiated aim-
ing to provide sound proposals to the EC.
  
• Several local FP7 information events will be organised 
around the globe aiming to increase awareness on FP 
opportunities.
  
• An NCP support mechanism will be established to pro-
vide initial support to the new INCO NCPs. 

It is also underlined that INCONTACT-One World aims to 
support the entire INCO NCP network and to encour-
age all INCO NCPs to participate in the foreseen activi-
ties, meetings and discussions.

Expected Impact

INCONTACT will stimulate closer cooperation among 
INCO NCPs and encourage them to work together for im-
proving the overall quality of the NCP services in the field 
of International Cooperation.

The positive effect of these efforts will not be limited to the 
NCP network alone, but the international research com-
munity will ultimately benefit from the heightened level of 
service offered by the network.

Individual researchers will benefit from higher quality of 
NCP services and information, while the establishment of 
a more consistent level of NCP services across Europe will 
contribute to greater transparency of the research fund-
ing for ICPC participants.


